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The end of 2014 - another big year. It only seems like yesterday that I
was lamenting the disappearance of August!
2014 was really about consolidating the changes we implemented in 2013, but
it has also been a big year of industry growth, internal improvements and steps
forward for NASAA.
I have mentioned constantly that we were expecting significant growth in 2014.
This has certainly happened. During 2013, we had approximately 186 enquiries.
In 2014 we have had over 650! While many of these enquiries have not translated
into Applications, we have still seen a big increase in new operators which is very
encouraging. We are also witnessing global growth in excess of 20% per year, with
individual countries reporting more growth than this. So, the 2014 calendar year:
The NASAA – NCO Restructure is now complete, with a clear delineation
between the two companies. NASAA Ltd. now employs over half the total staff of
the organisation and provides all advice in relation to:
• Market access and awareness, business development
• Inspection services
• What is required to become certified organic

• Industry liaison, advocacy, education
• Administrative issues

NCO provides nothing else but certification services. NCO is the specialist organic certifying arm of the organisation,
and can facilitate access to all global organic markets.  
In March, we signed a Global Organic Market Access Agreement with Chinese based certification body, CHC. This
allows NASAA to conduct inspections anywhere in the world to certify an operator to Chinese Organic Regulations.
To facilitate this, NASAA now has a full time Inspector, approved by the Chinese Regulators to inspect for Chinese
Regulations.  Wenpeng You (or Luke as he is known) has been approved to inspect for all four categories of Chinese
Certification, one of only four inspectors in all of China, to have this authority.
In June, Chairman Jan Denham, Certification Manager, Sachin Ayachit and myself, visited CHC in Beijing and signed
an agreement with the Chinese Chamber of International Comerce’s Organic Development Committee to develop
distribution lines within China.
In September, NASAA signed a further agreement with Brisbane based 20Cube Logistics to provide freight and
logistical services for certified organic operators. 20Cube have attended a number of training courses with NASAA
and can guarantee product segregation and product traceability during transit.
NASAA can now provide full certification to Chinese Regulations; provide distribution services in China
and fully traceable freight and logistic service from paddock to supermarket shelf in China!!
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I believe we are the only certification body in the world that
can do this!! If you want to know more about exporting
product to China, please contact me on 08 8370 8455.

NCO also achieved recognition for wine to the EU; certified
Australia’s first Certified Organic Farmers Market, the
Organic & Sustainable Markets, at (then) Henley Beach
in SA; completed our first Fair Trade certification being
Kokonut Pacific Solomon Islands; endured no less than SIX
accreditation audits and passed with flying colours with
zero non-compliances; And to cap the year off, completed
our first NASAA Certified Operation to be certified to
Chinese Organic regulations. David Bruer, owner of Temple
Bruer Wines, the first operator to achieve the NASAA – CHC
organic certification, and said the Chinese certification will
mean a possible $760,000 increase to his sales!!

In April, we undertook another National Customer
Satisfaction Survey. Although we still have some areas to
work on, I am delighted to report that the number of you
who are happy with our services improved by about 80%!!
Thank you to all who responded.
Last year, we established the NASAA Facebook page and
other social media platforms. Facebook seems to be the
preferred one and we quickly hit 20,000 Likes by Xmas
2013 and on track for 32,000 by end of January 2015.
Our publications were also all brought up to date with
the new look Into Organics being published in September.  
We have also dug out an old NASAA Capability Statement
In October, Jan and I attended the 28th IFOAM World
and given it a new look and makeover. The annual Organic
Organic Congress in Istanbul, Turkey where NASAA
Insights also got a new look in July.  
Certified operator, Andre Leu was re-elected as the
In March, NASAA sponsored the first Certified Organic Chairman of the World Board. Congratulations Andre!!
Wine of the Year Awards, open only to wines produced NASAA and Australia have a long history of being
and processed in Australia and certified by an Australian represented at the top of the Global organic movement
Government approved certification body. The winner was and its great to see Andre continuing this proud tradition.
the Pig in the House Cabernet Sauvignon from Windowrie
Finally, in December, Sachin and I travelled to Fiji to present
Estates in Cowra, NSW.
to POETCom at their first AGM. Our presentation outlined
And on top of all this, NCO through Sachin as Certification NASAA’s current direction and how we are implementing
Manager, was heavily involved in the development of indigenous training into the Pacific Islands to empower
the Pacific Organic Standard (POS) developed by the local operators and reduce certification costs.
Pacific Organic & Ethical Trade Community based in Fiji.  
2015 will see a number of new initiatives from NASAA.
In conjunction with this, NASAA flew four people from
More information in the next Newsletter but these are
Fiji and the Solomon Islands to Adelaide in August to
guaranteed to be industry direction changers.
undertake Initial Inspector Training.  The end objective of
this is to have these people undertake annual audits for With 2014 being a monumental year for organics in
our many Island operators as the cost of flying inspectors Australia and NASAA in particular, I wish you all the very
from Australia to the Islands is making the cost of organic best for 2015. Those of you who need rain, I seriously hope
certification prohibitive. Hopefully this initiative will assist that you get some and that it lasts well into the New Year.
Those of you lucky enough to have feed and water, or not
in significantly reducing these costs.
affected by the weather, on behalf of the NASAA – NCO
Internally, massive productivity improvements have been
Team, I wish you all a Happy New Year! Thank you all for
gained within the certification team lifting file throughput
your continuing support and very best wishes for 2015.
(i.e. annual reviews completed per month) from around
30 files per month to upwards of 80 files in some months.
Sachin and his team, Paul Fowler, Sean Galvin, Wenpeng
You and Wambui Gikenye are all to be congratulated on General Manager, Ben Copeman
what has been a milestone event in our resurgent year.
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Advanced Inspector Training 2014
NASAA and IOIA provided IOIA/NCO NOP Standards Update at the Advanced
Inspector biennial training event from the 10th to 12th November in Hahndorf, a
picturesque German town in the Adelaide Hills, South Australia. The training event
included one day of NASAA and National Standard for Organic and Bio-dynamic
refresher and updates, NASAA Inspectors Policy refresher and technical updates,
EU Wine Certification inspector training, presentation of NCO certified programs,
market access and certification structure.  
Margaret Scoles, Executive Director of the International Organic Inspectors
Association (IOIA)  presented one day of USDA/NOP regulatory updates, plus training
on the topics of in/out balances in processing, exit interview, and organic control
points. The following morning, IOIA and NASAA collaborated on an interactive
report writing session. Many important questions were raised, such as: How much
detail is too much in a report? How much is not enough? How to be clear, complete,
and concise? Do inspectors cite non-compliances or potential non-compliances?
The participation of the NCO’s Certification Officers and the mix of reviewers and
inspectors greatly enhanced this session. Training materials for the in/out balance session were based on the 100 and
200-level audit trail materials used in IOIA processing courses and webinars, including a standardized reporting format.
The event was very well received and met training expectations by all participants. Participants found the most valuable
sessions were the opportunity to share information, challenges and experiences between Inspectors and Certification
officers, sharing of inspectors equipment and technology to streamline inspections, Margaret Scoles’ sessions and  the
report writing workshop.
Margaret Scoles has been involved with training our inspectors for many years.   Her visit gave our inspectors the
valuable opportunity to catch up with Margaret and discuss issues of interest to inspectors.   Thank you Margaret and
participants for a successful training event.

Inspections Manager, Debbie Clarke

Organic Wine of the year 2015
NASAA’s sponsorship of the Organic Wine of the Year in 2014 has been a roaring success, and appears to have generated
some very solid interest in organic wine. In September, NASAA attended the Winestate Wine of the Year tasting, and
was inundated by punters wanting to try the Pig in the House Cabernet Sauvignon, as well as other organic wines from
NASAA clients like Temple Bruer, Paxton, Lark Hill and  Findley Estate.
We will continue to support this interest, and to provide opportunities wherever
possible. NASAA will be supporting the Organic Wine of the Year again in 2015
and encouarage all NASAA Certified Organic Wineries to submit their wines for
judging. Get your entries in by mid-March 2015. We will also be attending several
other Winestate events throughout the year, please contact us if you would like
us to offer your wines or accompaniments (olives, cheeses, chocolates, biscuits):
January 23rd 		
March 15th 		
March 23rd 		
May 23rd 		
June 26th 		

Best of the West (Perth) Showcase of WA Wines
Organic Wine of the Year Submissions close
Organic Wine of the Year judging (Adelaide)
Winestate Shiraz Challenge (Adelaide)
Organic Wine of the Year presentation (Adelaide)
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Happy 20th Birthday Kokonut Pacific!
Australia’s pioneering coconut product specialist turns twenty...
From a dream and small beginnings, from the ‘tree of life’
to new life, from the palm tree to the pantry, Kokonut
Pacific has, for 20 years, been Australia’s pioneering and
premium coconut product specialist with its Niulife brand.
In November NASAA General Manager Ben Copeman
attended the Kokonut Pacific Open Day at the warehouse
in Queanbeyan NSW with 100 other people to celebrate
this major milestone and their passionate commitment to
social justice and health.
This year Kokonut Pacific was a finalist in the 2014 Australian
Social Enterprise Awards – recognition of the company’s
commitment to developing business and providing “trade
not aid” to remote tropical communities through Kokonut
Pacific’s unique DME® coconut oil extraction process.
Lifelong friends and supporters of Kokonut Pacific
remembered the small beginnings when the very
first presses were assembled on Dr Dan and Maureen
Etherington’s verandah.  Today 600 DME® units are letting
oil flow around the Pacific and the world, and the company
employs 14 people and sells hundreds of tons of organic
extra virgin coconut oil.
For 10 years Kokonut Pacific has operated under the
organic certification of NASAA who has been an important
partner on the journey, helping certify coconut growers,
oil producers, warehouses and packing facilities along a
global and often remote tropical island supply chain!
Guests at the Open Day mingled among pallets, barrels
and boxes, sharing the Direct Micro Expelling (DME®)
adventure: equipment, packing, processing.  
Also attending were Ms Fiona Indu, Deputy High
Commissioner for the Solomon Islands and Mr Tim Overall,
Mayor of Queanbeyan City Council. Island Breeze provided

dancing, singing and music from the South Pacific.
After the birthday cake was cut
guests enjoyed a scrumptious
coconut feast prepared by
Daniel Barrett, Aussie Paleo
Chef, with his incredible ricefree sushis and coconut sauce
dip, and by many other talented
“coco-nuts” cooks.
For more information on Niulife,
go to www.niulife.com
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OBDA Field Day
The Organic and BioDynamic Alliance (OBDA) is a South Australian organisation bringing people together who have a
business or personal interest in Organic or Bio-Dynamic farming principles. OBDA aims to link growers to consumers
and its members are organic farmers, retailers and consumers. OBDA hosts several SA field days each year, designed to
allow people to come into an organic/biodynamic farm and learn about food production.
The OBDA committee is made up of SA organic Farmers like Monika Fiebig
(Monika’s Organics), Graeme Schultz (Forest Orchard) and Liam Burns (Triple B
Biodynamic Beef ). Past field days have included the Bd Farm, Paris Creek, and
Temple Bruer Wines.
The latest field day was held at Gemtree Wines, McLaren Vale on November 1st.
The Field Day kicked off at Gemtree with a tour of the vineyards and some
discussion of issues such as composting, weed and pest control, replacement of
wooden posts with metal ones, the different grape varieties, and the local soil
composition.
After the vineyard tour, Melissa Brown gave a brief explanation of the Gemtree
wetlands area, created through a project of revegetation that was continued to
create a walking trail and wildlife haven on the property.
Walking through the wetlands, the OBDA field day visitors were treated to lunch
in the picnic area, consisting of all locally sourced organic foods, including NASAA
operators:
Apple Juice by Kalangadoo Organic Orchards (Apple Juice)
Triple B Biodynamic Beef (Beef Burgers)
After lunch, the group relocated to the cellar door, overlooking the Gemtree Estate, and welcomed Ben Copeman,
General Manager of NASAA, to talk about Truth in Labelling, and some of the issues faced by the organic industry in
relation to misleading claims and labels by “organic” and “natural” products in comparison to those which are certified
organic. These products have been vigorously checked at every stage of production/supply chain to ensure that no
GMOs, or synthetic/chemical fetilisers, herbicides or pesticides are present.
Melissa Brown and Mike Brown also explained some more about the winemaking processes, and finished off the day
with a guided tasting of the Gemtree wines.

Communications Advisor,
Stuart Baulk
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18th IFOAM Congress
13-15 October 2014, Istanbul, Turkey
The IFOAM Organic World Congress is held every three years and is the largest and most important
meeting of the international organic sector. NASAA Chairman, Jan Denham, and General Manager, Ben
Copeman attended the conference.
From 13–15th October Ben and I represented NASAA at
the 18th IFOAM World Congress held in the wonderful
city of Istanbul, Turkey along with a small team of other
Australian participants.
The Congress theme “Building Organic Bridges,” a 3-day
conference followed by the IFOAM General Assembly on
the 16–17th October.
The Conference program was made up of:
• Main Track - Organic Vision Building and Growing the
Organic World. Sessions were interactive, discussing
issues facing the organic movement.
• Scientific Track - focused on the presentation of
research papers and posters.
• Practitioners Track - focused presentations on projects
from around the world as well focusing on local systems
and networks.
Some messages I picked up from the Conference, which
give food for thought:
• 30% of the 1.9m organic farmers are in developing
countries.
• 92% of certified organic products are sold in the EU and
US.
• Organic business structures are reflecting mainstream
business – large organic businesses buying out small
organic businesses hence removing diversity.
• There is a need for Organic standards and systems to
make them a truly sustainable system.
• The organic movement is not taking the leading role it
should be in dealing with climate change.
• Organic Agriculture needs to address the use of human
waste which is currently prohibited in organic standards.
• The GM industry in the US has spent $100 million in the
last 3 years to fight the push for products containing GM
products to be labelled.
• Mainstreaming organic systems and products while
retaining the integrity of the organic movement is the
challenge.
As an aside there is market research from the US that
if products containing GM are not labelled the organic
industry will grow by 30% over the next few years.

The IFOAM General Assembly (GA) is the time that
members of IFOAM vote on proposed motions, election
of the IFOAM Board for the next 3 years, decision on
where the next GA will be held.
There were a number of motions proposed but all
dependent on finances – IFOAM is a member organization
and to carry out the members wishes it does need to
manage it’s finances to achieve the best outcomes.
The 2 main outcomes from the GA were –
• The next GA will be in India
• The IFOAM Board was elected with members from
different countries around the world.
NASAA congratulates Andre Leu on his re-election as the
IFOAM President for a 2nd term.

NASAA Chairman, Jan Denham
In the mid-1980s the first organic crops were produced in
Turkey – mainly dried grapes and figs. Organic production
developed and grew in the 2000’s and in 2009 organic
farms more than doubled. The growth was as a result of
the capacity building training programs for trainers and
technical staff as well financial support to farmers. The
Ministry of Agriculture also established “Organic Units” in
all 81 provinces in Turkey for outreach.
Turkey’s organic production is estimated at 400 million
dollars 75% of which goes to the European market.
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NASAA Industry Seminar
and AGM 2014 in WA
WA’s farmers discuss the ‘right to choose’ in Bunbury...
NASAA’s 2014 industry seminar brought together farming
communities to promote similarities in practice, and the
right for producers to be autonomous in their practice.
Building cross-fence networks and sharing production
challenges facing West Australian organic and non-organic
farmers was the focus of a NASAA sponsored seminar held in
Bunbury at the Lighthouse Hotel on 14th November.
The Holistic Systems Management industry seminar was
hosted by NASAA as a precursor to the 2014 AGM.
The seminar spanned topics from soil health, the
management of pests and disease in agricultural production,
the creative ways women are growing a sustainable and
food-secure future, and key factors to success utilising cooperatives.
The event drew together communities from around Western
Australia, which highlighted the similarities between organic
and non-organic producers. A key focus of the event was
to get the discussion going about the right of operators to
autonomously produce and deliver goods and services to
their chosen markets without detriment.
The seminar speakers demonstrated how many current
and projected practices and recommendations are shared
by both farming communities. They also offered valuable
perspectives which challenged concepts from both Industrial
and Organic Agriculture.
It was a real opportunity to build cross farming networks
and recognise the importance of working together when
resolving real time production and business issues in modern
agricultural systems.
NASAA is committed to further supporting agriculture
throughout Western Australia in 2015, and will be working
closely with different sectors to develop programs which
stabilise, strengthen and stimulate communities and
productivity for profitability across the agricultural sector.
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NASAA’s programs for 2015 will include an ongoing push for
social justice, education, transparency and integrity of service
as part of our commitment to the WA industry.

Truth in Labelling
Truth in organic labelling is also a key priority in 2015 to protect
Australia’s reputation for clean and green food production,
and help consumers to understand what certified organic
means.
Certified organic produce commands a premium from
consumers but that premium only exists if the consumer can
trust the integrity of the organic label.
NASAA would like to see all Organic certification bodies take
the same hardline stance against this threat to the integrity of
the organic brand.

Operations Manager
Peter Hastie
www.nasaa.com.au
/NASAAcertifiedorganic
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NASAA and NCO: What’s the Difference?

During 2014 we have addressed a major accreditation issue - the relationship between NASAA and NCO
NASAA Limited is the Not-for-Profit parent company of
NASAA Certified Organic (NCO). NASAA Ltd owns all the
Intellectual Property, being the NASAA Organic Standard
and the various logos and labels. NASAA licences NCO to
certify to the NASAA Standard and to approve the use of
the various labels.
While NCO is a 100% owned subsidiary of NASAA, NASAA
is “owned” by approximately 100 Members.  Many certified
operators believe they are Members of NASAA but
being a certified operator does not mean that you are
automatically a NASAA Member.  
If you are not a member of NASAA, you cannot have a
say in how NASAA is governed. Membership costs $55/
year if you are a certified operator and $99/year if you are
not. Membership entitles you to nominate or become a
Director and determine the direction that NASAA takes;
it gives you access to discounted car hire with Avis, and
we are currently negotiating discounted airfares, legal
services, accounting and financial advice.
So what does the structure mean? In essence, NCO is a
specialist organic certification business. Its accreditations
do not allow it to get involved in business or industry
development, specific advice to operators, education,
advocacy, awareness programs or anything that may
conflict with its certification role.
NASAA on the other hand, has absolutely nothing to
do with certification. So, it is not allowed to advise on,
interfere with or
generally become
involved in any
certification issue.
But it can advise
on
business
development,
i n d u s t r y
development,
give broad advice
to
operators,
provide education
p r o g r a m s ,
advocacy
and
deliver awareness
programs for the
general public.
The
diagram
shows a dotted
line delineating
the roles of the
two companies

and the reporting structure and the relationship between
the two Boards. The NASAA Board is the final arbiter and
decision maker. While the NCO Board is made up of the
same directors as the NASAA Board, the Memorandum of
Understanding between NASAA and NCO clearly defines
its role. There are two separate Board meetings every six
weeks. The NASAA Board meeting is held first followed by
the NCO Meeting. Agendas and Board papers are clearly
marked and are in relation to roles outlined in the diagram.  
This allows NASAA to undertake projects that not only
grow NCO’s business but allows us to undertake projects
that support the Organic Federation of Australia (OFA), the
peak industry body, in growing the profile of the entire
organic industry.  This structure allows NASAA to take an
active role in industry development. Other certification
bodies have a one company structure and you will
observe, do very little to promote the industry. NASAA is
proud of its ongoing contribution and commitment to the
organic industry in Australia and this structure allows us to
maintain this commitment to growing the industry.
I hope this explains to you all why this delineation had to
happen and why we need more members to help fund
NASAA’s activities. A NASAA Membership Form is attached
to this Newsletter as we really encourage all operators and
friends to become a member as this funds our activities in
growing the organic industry.

General Manager, Ben Copeman

FOR SALE

Two Dragons

278 Braeside Road Finniss, SA
Organic Vineyard and Farm - $698k

Advertise with NASAA
NASAA is always looking for
ways to help its operators and
members grow their businesses
and brands, and to grow the
NASAA brand with them
through co-promotion and the
prominence of the NASAA label.
The new NASAA Sponsors
Advertisiers Kit outlines
advertising opportunities
rates for our publications,
events for 2015.

Contact owner Shirley
Smith (0427 186593)
www.realestate.com.
au/property-other-safinniss-7649383

and
the
and
and

As well as providing affordable advertising options for our
quarterly and annual publications, we can offer packages
which include both online promotion and a presence at
• 18.9ha [47 ac] fully NASAA certified
NASAA events throughout the year. Our rates start at just
• Income producing 6.2ha vineyard and Dorper sheep
$250. If you are a NASAA member, you also get 10% off
• Rotational grazing in 7 paddocks with water points; these rates, and your first small ad is FREE!
excellent yards and handling facilities
For more information, or to book your advertising package,
• New bore,10ML Water License; river frontage and access
contact Stuart Baulk - Stuart.Baulk@nasaa.com.au
• North facing 3-4 bedroom custom designed house;
modern kitchen; 3 metre verandahs all around
• Hybrid wind and solar energy system for house
• 16 years of revegation and conservation
• 15km from Beaches, Lakes and the Murray River
• 75 km from Adelaide
We have been revamping a lot of promotional materials in
• Option to lease certified paddock in adjoining property
2014 with new designs and updated information. You can
• Good schools and internet services
now buy our posters and merchandise for your business,
to let your clients and customers know about NASAA and
the certification process. Contact us for a pricelist.

NASAA Promotional
Materials

WINESTATE

Australia’s oldest wine publication est 1978

Proudly supporting the
2014 NASAA Ltd Certified
Organic Wine of the Year
Enquiries regarding the
2015 NASAA Ltd
Certified Organic Wine of the Year:
Peter Jackson
sales@winestate.com.au
08 8357 9277

MARCH 2015
Get your entries in!

Pull-up Poster Banners
As seen on the front page of this newsletter, we have 3 new
poster banner designs, aimed at consumers, operators
and the organic wine sector.
Vinyl Banners (1000x1500mm)
These are the centre of our Truth in Labelling campaign
- designed to help your customers understand “What
is Certified Organic?” Similar to the back page of this
newsletter.
Gate Signs (600x600mm)
Available for Input Manufacturers,
Domestic and Certified Organic Programs.
Also Available
NASAA Caps, “Go Organic with NASAA” T-Shirts, Shopping
Bags and Posters (1000x1000mm).
Coming soon are our new consumers and operators
brochures, and best of all, the new NASAA
website will be launched in 2015...
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Cross Pollinate 2014
Our big picture industry commitment continues...
October saw NASAA head south to Tasmania for the Cross
Pollinate ‘Future of Food in Tasmania’ conference - held at
Frogmore Estate just out of Hobart.
It boasted a broad array of passionate Tasmanians
committed to a sustainable, productive future by
examining ways of further developing the ever present
and growing clean green brand of Tasmanian produce.
There were leading Tasmanian Television identities
including Mathew Evans (Gourmet Farmer), Nick Haddow
(Bruny Island Cheese) and Rodney Dunn (Agrarian
Kitchen). There were speakers that included two young
entrepeneurs from, The Providore, Ethos, local producers,
business owners, government bodies and even boasted
two of our own valued operators Laura McBain (Bellamys)
and Andrew Smith (A.A Smith & Son).
The energy throughout the event was fantastic, the
optimism about Tasmanian sustainable food futures was
catching and the team from sprout put on a great event
which was enjoyed by everyone who attended.

Tasmania to develop
productivity
and
market
access
throughout 2015.
While I was in
Tasmania I took the
opportunity to visit
what operators I
could while I was
there. It turned out
to be a fantastic
opportunity to have
a real look around their home state and opened my eyes to
different production systems and the trials of production
and delivery Tasmania presents its operators.
Till next time, support those that support you, become a
NASAA member today.

Operations Manager, Peter Hastie

Red Dragon Success!

The day was an opportunity to discuss key issues
surrounding organics including the importance of truth
in labelling and effective communication with a number
of existing certified operators and interested professionals
from a wide variety of backgrounds.
It also presented the opportunity to field questions and
talk people through NASAA’s commitment to drawing
people together and strengthening the Certified Organic
industry.
We discussed the importance of empowerment through
knowledge and education. The need for greater more
sustainable productivity nationwide, the need for better
access to markets and how NASAA is committed to
supporting and developing programs which promoted
the development of these needs.
The day-long event concluded with a lengthy ‘eat seasonal,
eat local’ Dinner which further convinced me of the quality
and diverse array of high end produce Tasmania can
produce and deliver.
Eating alongside others who were genuinely optimistic
about the opportunities the future held for Tasmanian
Agriculture I would say is the strongest of anywhere I’ve
been before and being passionate about the industry, was
encouraging to see.

Red Dragon Organics’ innovative Sugar Free Living Elixir,
introduced to the market just 6 months ago was voted  
‘Retailed Organic Product of the Year for 2014.’
Owner, Richard Patton said it was very satisfying to win
this award through a national voting system under the
Australian Organic Consumer Choice Awards 2014.
“It shows that a small, high quality, independent regional
food processor can win a national award over the big guys,
thanks to the passion and loyalty of the product fans.”
Red Dragon Organics’ standard Living Elixir won runner
up last year and Richard is pleased to see the sugar free
version being embraced by consumers.

Overall, the reassurance and opportunity that was
demonstrated to me throughout the day really drove
home the importance of a supportive community base to
driving change and protecting the right of businesses to
autonomously produce and deliver goods and services to
their chosen markets without issue.

Red Dragon Organics is a family run, small business that
has grown from a Sunday market stall over the last 30 years,
with fermented ginger beers now available nationally.

NASAA continues to support local producers and
Communities throughout Tasmania. We will be working
closely with our operators and networks throughout

CONGRATULATIONS to Red Dragon Organics
from everyone at NASAA

The National Organic Consumer Choice Awards were
launched as part of National Organic Week (October 3-12)
by the Centre for Organic Research & Education.

What is

CERTIFIED ORGANIC

Many products claim to be natural, organic or additive and
pesticide free. What does it all really mean?
The only way to be 100% sure that products are organic,
is to look for Certified Organic by an approved certifier like NASAA.
• Certified Organic products are independently audited and verified by a
third party certifier, and comply with relevant organic standards
• Certified Organic producers undergo a conversion process to ensure that
non-organic, industrialised farming methods and inputs are phased out
• Certified Organic operations are managed in compliance with the
standards on an ongoing basis
• Certified Organic products do not contain GMOs, hormonal growth
promotants, synthetic additives, chemical herbicides, fungicides or
insecticides or synthetic fertilisers
• Certified Organic production considers social justice, animal welfare,
biodiversity and the revegetation of land for long-term sustainability
• Certified Organic products carry a certification logo and
number to demonstrate organic integrity
•

1234P
Products carrying a label implying that they are an Australian
certified organic product may only be packaged in Australia - the
ingredients may not necessarily be certified to an Australian Standard

•

Products carrying the NASAA label are confusion free

•

Know where your food comes from - ALWAYS READ THE LABEL CAREFULLY

Brought to you by NASAA in the interest of
transparency, integrity and truth in labelling

Australia's FIRST Organic Certifier

www.nasaa.com.au
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